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The story of the interplay between finance, 
freeways, and urban form in the 20th century 
and their enduring impact on American cities 
and neighborhoods in the 21st. American 
cities are distinct from almost all others in the 
degree to which freeways and freeway travel 
dominate urban landscapes.

Features
• First book to highlight the motivations 

of highway finance behind the unique 
American freeway system

•  Explains the political, economic, 
administrative, geographic, and equity 
dimensions of transportation finance in a 
lively, clear, and non-technical manner

•  Evaluates both the considerable benefits 
and the considerable costs the freeway sys-
tems have had for our cities and our society
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